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1
POWDER SHAPING METHOD AND
APPARATUS THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application also claims priority to Taiwan Patent
Application No. 102140774 filed in the Taiwan Patent Office
on Nov. 8, 2013, the entire content of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a powder shaping tech-
nology, and more particularly, to a powder shaping method
and apparatus by laser.

BACKGROUND

Additive manufacturing is a revolutionary technology,
that is distinct from traditional subtractive machining tech-
niques, which rely on the removal of material by methods
such as cutting or drilling, and generally includes the tech-
niques of rapid prototyping (RP) and rapid manufacturing
RM).

Generally, a recent additive manufacturing process
involves the use of a high power laser, such as selective lase
sintering/melting (SLS/SLM), using which a laser beam is
used for selectively fuses powdered material by scanning
cross-sections generated from a 3-D digital description of a
part on the surface of a powder bed, and after each cross-
section is scanned, the powder bed is lowered by one layer
thickness for allowing a new layer of material to be applied
on top and then enabling the process to repeat until the 3D
part is completed. Comparing to conventional machining
processes, the SLS/SLM technology is in wide use around
the world due to its ability to easily make very complex
geometries directly from digital CAD data, such as parts
with complex internal flow passages and internal structures.

Please refer to FIG. 1, which is a schematic view of a
conventional additive manufacturing process. As shown in
FIG. 1, a conventional additive manufacturing process is
performed by projecting a laser beam 1 emitted either from
a continuous wave (CW) laser source or a long pulse laser
source on a powder 2 so as to melt or sinter the powder 2.
However, since the surface reflective index of the powder 2
can be higher than 90%, the laser beam 1 is generally being
scattered outside the designed scan area 3, causing poor
molding accuracy due to severe heat diffusion.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a powder shaping method
designed for enhancing the absorptivity of a powder for
preventing the scattering of a laser beam and thus improving
molding accuracy.

The present disclosure provides a powder shaping
method, in which as soon as a first beam of laser from an
ultra-fast laser source is projected upon the surface of a
powder bed, the internal temperature of the powder is raised
instantly for enabling the collision rate between electron and
phonon to increase so as to cause the reflectivity of the
powder to drop, while simultaneously inducing a periodic
surface micro- and nano-structure on the same. Thereby, the
absorptivity of the powder that is to be sintered can be raised
by 5 to 10 times, and the power of the second leaser beam
can be lowered while still sufficient to be used for sintering
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the powder since it had already been pre-treated. Moreover,
the scattering of the laser beam that is projected on the
powder bed is reduced, so that the powder outside the
designed scan area is prevented from being sintered and
molded, resulting that the molding accuracy of the additive
manufacturing process is increased.

The present disclosure provides a powder shaping
method, capable of using an ultra-fast laser and a long pulse
laser to form an additive layered structure with satisfactory
molding accuracy.

In an exemplary embodiment, the present disclosure
provides a powder shaping method, comprising the steps of:
providing a powder on a target surface; providing a laser
beam to illuminate the powder so as to form a pre-treated
powder; and providing an energy beam to illuminate the
pre-treated powder for enabling a shaping process. The
target is a plate, a platform, a stage, a work piece, or a
powder bed.

In another exemplary embodiment, the present disclosure
provides a powder shaping apparatus, comprising: a base, a
target, a powder supply unit and an energy beam source
system. The target is disposed on the base and can be fixed
or moved on the base. The powder supply unit provides a
powder on the target surface. The energy beam source
system has a laser source and an energy source, the laser
source provides a laser beam to illuminate the powder to
form a pre-treated powder, and the energy source provides
an energy beam to illuminate the pre-treated powder for
enabling a shaping process.

Further scope of applicability of the present application
will become more apparent from the detailed description
given hereinafter. However, it should be understood that the
detailed description and specific examples, while indicating
exemplary embodiments of the disclosure, are given by way
of illustration only, since various changes and modifications
within the spirit and scope of the disclosure will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given herein below and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illus-
tration only, and thus are not limitative of the present
disclosure and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a conventional additive
manufacturing process.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a powder shaping apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of a powder shaping apparatus
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of an energy beam source
system with collinear optical path used in an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of an energy beam source
system with separate optical paths used in an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart depicting the steps performed in a
powder shaping method according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a pre-treated
powder achieved in an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order
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to provide a thorough understanding of the disclosed
embodiments. It will be apparent, however, that one or more
embodiments may be practiced without these specific
details. In other instances, well-known structures and
devices are schematically shown in order to simplify the
drawing.

Please refer to FIG. 2, which is a schematic view of a
powder shaping apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 2, a powder
shaping apparatus 10 comprises: a base 100, a target 110, a
powder supply unit 120 and an energy beam source system
130, in which the target 110 is disposed on the base 100. The
target is a plate, a platform, a stage, a work piece, or a
powder bed.

The target 110 may be fixed on the base 100 or be moved
on the base 100. In this embodiment, the target 110 that is
mounted on the base 100 is enabled to perform a three-
dimensional movement defined in a Cartesian coordinate
system of XYZ-axes. In addition, the powder supply unit
120 is disposed beneath the target 110 and is used for
providing a powder 122 on the surface of the target 110.
Nevertheless, in another embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the
powder supply unit 120 can be disposed at a position above
the target 110 and also is being used for providing the
powder 122 on the surface of the target 110. It is noted that
the positioning of the powder supply unit 120 is not limited
by the aforesaid embodiments. Moreover, the energy beam
source system 130 further comprises: a laser source 131 and
an energy source 133, in which the laser source 131 is used
for providing and projecting a laser beam 132 to the powder
122 for forming a pre-treated powder 124, and the energy
source 133 is used for providing and projecting an energy
beam to the pre-treated powder 124 so as to enable a shaping
process. In this embodiment, the shaping process can be a
sintering process or a melting process.

In an embodiment of the present disclosure, the powder
shaping apparatus 10 further comprises: a powder flattening
unit 140, which is used for flattening the powder 122 deposit
on the surface of the target 110 by the powder supply unit
120. In this embodiment, the powder flattening unit 140 is
substantially a roller, and it is noted that the powder flat-
tening unit 140 can be a device selected from the group
consisting of: a roller and a scraper, but is not limited
thereby.

Moreover, the laser source 131 in the present embodiment
is an ultra-fast laser source, such as a femtosecond laser
source or a picosecond laser source, whereas the threshold
fluence of the laser beam working on the powder is smaller
than 6 J/cm?; the wavelength of the ultra-fast laser source is
ranged between 250 nm and 3000 nm; the pulse width of the
ultra-fast laser source is smaller than 1 ns; and the ultra-fast
laser source has a repetition rate ranged between 1 Hz and
1 GHz. Operationally, when the surface of the powder 122
is projected by the laser beam 132 from the ultra-fast laser
source, the internal temperature of the electron inside the
powder 122 is raised instantly for enabling the collision rate
between electron and phonon to increase so as to cause the
reflectivity of the powder 122 to drop, while simultaneously
inducing a periodic surface micro- and nano-structure on the
surface of the powder 122, and thereby, enabling the absorp-
tivity of the powder that is to be sintered to be raised by five
to ten times. In the present embodiment, the energy source
133 is a source selected from the group consisting of: a
continuous wave laser source, a long-pulse laser source, an
electron beam source, and a plasma source, whereas the
energy of the energy beam from the energy source 133
working on the powder is larger than 200 W. The energy of
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the energy beam used in the present embodiment is 200 W,
but is not limited thereby. It is noted that when the powder
122 illuminated by the laser beam 132 and thus transformed
into the pre-treated powder 124 so as to be ready for
sintering by the energy beam 134, the power of the energy
beam 134 can be lowered while still sufficient to be used for
sintering the pre-treated powder 124 since it had already
been pre-treated. Moreover, the scattering of the energy
beam that is projected on the pre-treated powder 124 is
reduced, so that the powder outside the designed scan area
is prevented from being sintered and molded, resulting that
the molding accuracy of the additive manufacturing process
is increased.

Please refer to FIG. 4, which is a schematic view of an
energy beam source system with collinear optical path used
in an embodiment of the present disclosure. The energy
beam source system may comprise a beam expander, a beam
splitter, a machine vision system and a scanner system. The
machine vision system may be coaxial or non-coaxial, the
embodiment in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 is showed a coaxial vision.
The scanner system may have at least one scan head. The
energy beam system may perform a collinear optical path by
using a scan head, and shown in FIG. 4. It may further
perform a separate optical paths by using two scan heads,
and shown in FIG. 5. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4,
the energy beam source system 130 comprises: a beam
expander 135, a beam splitter 136, a coaxial vision 137 and
a first scan head 138, in which the beam splitter 136 is used
for performing a collinear optical path process upon the laser
beam 132 and the energy beam 134 before the first scan head
138 is enabled to project the laser beam 132 onto the powder
122 and then to project the energy beam 134 onto the
pre-treated powder 124 so as to complete the shaping
process.

Please refer to FIG. 5, which is a schematic view of an
energy beam source system with separate optical paths used
in an embodiment of the present disclosure. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 5, the energy beam source system 130
further comprises: a beam expander 135, a beam splitter
136, a coaxial vision 137, a second scan head 139A and a
third scan head 139B, in which the laser beam 132 and the
energy beam 134 are two projected in two optical paths that
are independent to each other; and first the second scan head
139A is enabled to project the laser beam 132 onto the
powder 122 for enabling the internal temperature of the
electron inside the powder 122 to be raised instantly for
enabling the collision rate between electron and phonon to
increase so as to cause the reflectivity of the powder 122 to
drop, while simultaneously inducing a periodic surface
micro- and nano-structure on the surface of the powder 122,
and thereby, enabling the absorptivity of the powder that is
to be sintered to be raised by five to ten times, and thereafter
the third scan head 139B is enabled to project the energy
beam 134 onto the pre-treated powder 124 for enabling the
shaping process. It is noted that when the powder 122
illuminated by the laser beam 132 and thus transformed into
the pre-treated powder 124 so as to be ready for sintering by
the energy beam 134, the power of the energy beam 134 can
be lowered while still sufficient to be used for sintering the
pre-treated powder 124 since it had already been pre-treated.
Moreover, the scattering of the energy beam that is projected
on the pre-treated powder 124 is reduced, so that the powder
outside the designed scan area is prevented from being
sintered and molded, resulting that the molding accuracy of
the additive manufacturing process is increased.

Please refer to FIG. 6, which is a flow chart depicting the
steps performed in a powder shaping method according to an
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embodiment of the present disclosure. The powder shaping
method 20 of the present disclosure starts from the step S21.
At the step S21, a target 110 is provided and disposed on a
base 100 while allowing the target 110 to move on the base
100 in at least one-dimensional direction; and then the flow
proceeds to step S22. In this embodiment, the target 110 that
is mounted on the base 100 is enabled to perform a three-
dimensional movement defined in a Cartesian coordinate
system of XYZ-axes, but is not limited thereby. At the step
S22, a powder 122 is provided on the surface of the target
110; and then the flow proceeds to step S23. At the step S23,
a laser beam is provided to illuminate the powder 122 so as
to form a pre-treated powder 124; and then the flow proceeds
to step S24. At the step S24, an energy beam 134 is provided
to illuminate the pre-treated powder 124 for enabling a
shaping process. By the repeating of the step S21 to the step
S24, a laser additive manufacturing process is completed. In
addition, the energy beam source system 130 has a laser
source 131 and an energy source 133, in that the laser source
131 is provided for providing and projecting a laser beam
132 onto the powder 122 for forming a pre-treated powder
124. By the illumination of the laser beam 132, there will be
a micro- and nano-structure being induced to generate on the
surface of the pre-treated powder 124, and thereby, not only
the absorptivity of the pre-treated powder 124 can be raised,
but also the reflectivity of the pre-treated powder 124 is
reduced. Thereafter, the pre-treated powder 124 is ready to
be illuminated by an energy beam 134 emitted from the
energy source 133 for enabling a shaping process. Please
refer to FIG. 7, which is a schematic diagram showing a
pre-treated powder achieved in an embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure. As shown in FIG. 7, since the powder 122 had
already been treated by the laser beam 132, the scattering of
the energy beam 134 that is projected on the pre-treated
powder 124 is reduced, so that the powder outside the
designed scan area 126 is prevented from being sintered and
molded, resulting that the undesired thermal dispersion
effect is reduced and thus the molding accuracy of the
additive manufacturing process is increased. In this embodi-
ment, the shaping process can be a sintering process or a
melting process.

In another embodiment, the powder shaping method 20
further comprises a step of: providing a powder flattening
unit 140 to be used for flattening the powder 122 deposit on
the target 110 by the powder supply unit 120. It is noted that
the powder flattening unit 140 can be a roller or a scraper.
In the present embodiment, the powder flattening unit 140 is
a roller, but is not limited thereby.

Notably, after a powder is treated by a laser beam from an
ultra-fast laser source, the surfaced of the powder is induced
to generate a micro- and nano-structure, and thereby, the
absorptivity of the powder is increased. Moreover, by the
projection of the ultra-fast laser, the internal temperature of
the powder is raised instantly for enabling the collision rate
between electron and phonon to increase so as to cause the
reflectivity of the powder to drop. For the physics of the
above description, please refer to “Ultrashort laser pulse
energy deposition in deposition in metal film with phase
changes”, by Yunpeng Ren, APPLED PHYSICS LETTERS
98, 191105 (2011).

To sum up, the present disclosure provides a powder
shaping method and apparatus, using which a powder is
pretreated by an ultra-fast laser for inducing a micro- and
nano-structure to generate on the surface of the powder,
while simultaneously enabling the internal temperature of
the electron inside the powder to be raised instantly for
enabling the collision rate between electron and phonon to
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increase so as to cause the reflectivity of the powder to drop,
and thereby, enabling the absorptivity of the powder that is
to be sintered to be raised. Consequently, another type of
laser of lower power, such as continuous wave laser or
long-pulse laser, can be used for sintering the pre-treated
powder since it had already been pre-treated. Moreover, the
scattering of the energy beam that is projected on the
pre-treated powder is reduced, so that the powder outside the
designed scan area is prevented from being sintered and
molded, resulting that the molding accuracy of the additive
manufacturing process is increased.

Comparing with conventional laser additive manufactur-
ing, the present disclosure uses ultra-fast laser, so that the
formation of surface micro- and nano-structure on the pow-
der can be achieved comparatively faster. In addition, the
absorptivity of the powder that is to be sintered is raised
without having the powder to mix with another type of
powder, so that the powder can be sintered by the use of
another type of laser of lower power, such as continuous
wave laser or long-pulse laser, while the molding accuracy
of the additive manufacturing process is increased. Com-
paratively, since the sintering or melting of a conventional
laser additive manufacturing is enabled using either con-
tinuous wave laser or long-pulse laser, the resulting molding
accuracy may not be satisfactory as there can be severe light
scattering effect.

With respect to the above description then, it is to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the disclosure, to include variations in size, mate-
rials, shape, form, function and manner of operation, assem-
bly and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification
are intended to be encompassed by the present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A powder shaping method, comprises the following
steps:

providing a powder on a target surface;

illuminating a laser beam to the powder to form a pre-

treated powder;

illuminating an energy beam to the pre-treated powder to

perform a shaping process; and

wherein the laser beam is from substantially an ultra-fast

laser source and the threshold fluence of the laser beam
working on the powder is smaller than 6 J/cm?.

2. The powder shaping method of claim 1, further com-
prises a step of:

providing an energy beam source system, while enabling

the energy beam source system to comprise: a laser
source, for providing the laser beam to illuminate the
powder; and an energy source, for providing the energy
beam to illuminate the pre-treated powder.

3. The powder shaping method of claim 1, wherein the
shaping process is substantially a sintering process.

4. The powder shaping method of claim 1, wherein the
shaping process is substantially a melting process.

5. The powder shaping method of claim 1, further com-
prises a step of:

inducing the surfaced of the pre-treated powder to gen-

erate a micro- and nano-structure; or enabling the
internal temperature of the electron inside the powder
to be raised instantly for enabling the collision rate
between electron and phonon to increase so as to cause
the reflectivity of the powder to drop, and thereby,
enabling the absorptivity of the powder that is to be
sintered to be raised and also reducing the reflectivity
of the pre-treated powder.
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6. The powder shaping method of claim 2, wherein the
energy source is a source selected from the group consisting
of: a continuous wave laser source, a long-pulse laser
source, an electron beam source, and a plasma source.

7. The powder shaping method of claim 2, wherein the
energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system and a first
scan head.

8. The powder shaping method of claim 7, wherein the
first scan head is enabled to illuminate the laser beam onto
the powder and then to illuminate the energy beam onto the
pre-treated powder.

9. The powder shaping method of claim 2, wherein the
energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system, a second
scan head and a third scan head.

10. The powder shaping method of claim 9, wherein the
second scan head is enabled to illuminate the laser beam
onto the powder before the third scan head is enabled to
illuminate the energy beam onto the pre-treated powder.

11. A powder shaping apparatus, comprising:

a base;

a target, disposed on the base; and

apowder supply unit, for providing a powder on the target

surface; and

an energy beam source system, further comprising:

a laser source, for providing a laser beam to illuminate
the powder to form a pre-treated powder; and
an energy source, for providing an energy beam to
further illuminate the pre-treated powder to perform
a shaping process;
wherein, the laser source is substantially an ultra-fast laser
source and the threshold fluence of the laser beam
working on the powder is smaller than 6 J/cm?>.

12. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the energy beam source system illuminates the pre-treated
powder to perform a sintering process.

13. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the energy beam source system illuminates the pre-treated
powder to perform a melting process.

14. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the condition of the target surface is selected from the group
consisting of: fixed condition, continuous moving condition,
and non-continuous moving condition.

15. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the wavelength of the ultra-fast laser source is ranged
between 250 nm and 3000 nm.

16. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the pulse width of the ultra-fast laser source is smaller than
1 ms.

17. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the ultra-fast laser source has a repetition rate ranged
between 1 Hz and 1 GHz.

18. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the energy source is a source selected from the group
consisting of: a continuous wave laser source, a long-pulse
laser source, an electron beam source, and a plasma source,
which the power of the energy beam from the energy source
working on the powder is larger than 200 W.

19. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system and a first
scan head.
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20. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 19, wherein
the first scan head is enabled to project the laser beam onto
the powder and then to project the energy beam onto the
pre-treated powder.

21. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system, a second
scan head and a third scan head.

22. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 21, wherein
the second scan head is enabled to project the laser beam
onto the powder before the third scan head is enabled to
project the energy beam onto the pre-treated powder.

23. The powder shaping apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the target is a plate, a platform, a stage, a work piece, or a
powder bed.

24. A powder shaping method by employing a powder
shaping apparatus which includes a base, a target disposed
on the base, a powder supply unit for providing the powder
on the target surface, and an energy beam source system that
further comprises a laser source which provides a laser beam
to illuminate the powder to form a pre-treated powder; and
an energy beam to further illuminate the pre-treated powder;
the powder shaping method comprises the following steps:

providing the powder on the target surface; and

illuminating the laser beam to the powder to form the
pre-treated powder;

illuminating the energy beam to the pre-treated powder to

perform the shaping process; and

wherein the laser source is substantially an ultra-fast laser

source and the threshold fluence of the laser beam
working on the powder is smaller than 6 J/cm2.

25. The powder shaping method of claim 24, further
comprises a step of:

inducing the surfaced of the pre-treated powder to gen-

erate a micro- and nano-structure; or enabling the
internal temperature of the electron inside the powder
to be raised instantly for enabling the collision rate
between electron and phonon to increase so as to cause
the reflectivity of the powder to drop, and thereby,
enabling the absorptivity of the powder that is to be
sintered to be raised and also reducing the reflectivity
of the pre-treated powder.

26. The powder shaping method of claim 24, wherein the
energy source is a source selected from the group consisting
of: a continuous wave laser source, a long-pulse laser
source, an electron beam source, and a plasma source.

27. The powder shaping method of claim 24, wherein the
energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system and a first
scan head.

28. The powder shaping method of claim 27, wherein the
first scan head is enabled to illuminate the laser beam onto
the powder and then to illuminate the energy beam onto the
pre-treated powder.

29. The powder shaping method of claim 24, wherein the
energy beam source system further comprises: a beam
expander, a beam splitter, a machine vision system, a second
scan head and a third scan head.

30. The powder shaping method of claim 29, wherein the
second scan head is enabled to illuminate the laser beam
onto the powder before the third scan head is enabled to
illuminate the energy beam onto the pre-treated powder.
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